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CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR RESPONSE TO DISASTERS AFFECTING UNITED 

STATES INSTALLATIONS AND PERSONNEL 

Reference(s): See Enclosure A 

1. Purpose. This instruction establishes policies, responsibilities, and procedures for
responding to natural or man-made disasters affecting United States (U.S.) installations
and personnel under U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) responsibility. It does not address
disaster relief or emergency situations in the Republic of Korea (ROK)

2. Superseded/Canceled. This instruction supersedes and updates USFK Regulation
550-8, Contingency Planning for Response to Disasters Affecting United States
Installations and Personnel, dated 5 August 2010.

3. Applicability. This instruction applies to USFK personnel (military Service Members,
federal government Civilians, local nationals, and contractors) who are assigned,
attached, or on temporary duty to USFK.

4. Records Management. In accordance with the CJCSM 5760.01 B Volume II, Joint
Staff and Combatant Commands Records Management Manual-Disposition Schedule.

5. Policy.

a. The Commander, USFK, is responsible for relief and emergency responses to
disasters affecting USFK Installations and personnel. Area and Installation Commanders 
are responsible and are delegated authorities to plan for contingency emergency 
responses to disasters and are assigned as executive agents of emergency response. 
Installation tenant organizations will support area emergency response plans, including 
seasonal and pre-event preparations, annual installation force protection exercises and 
responses to actual incidents. On activation of an emergency response plan/order, 
tenant organizations may be placed under the tactical control (TACON) of the Area or 
Incident Commander by the Commander, USFK. Request for waivers or release from 
commitments/requirements must be submitted through the Area Commander and 



Component Commander, to the Commander, USFK. 
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b. Upon commitment to an area emergency response, a military commander at the
immediate scene of a disaster may undertake prompt relief operations to help ROK 
civilians when time is of the essence and when humanitarian considerations make it 
advisable to do so. The commander should report at once the actions taken and request 
guidance in accordance with the provisions of DoD Directive 5100.46, Foreign Disaster 
Relief. Under such circumstances, USFK tenant organizations may provide the 
following: 

(1) Medical supplies and equipment and emergency medical treatment

(2) Food, water, and shelter

(3) Rescue and fire-fighting service

(4) Communication facilities

(5) Emergency facility restoration

(6) Damage prevention and reduction measures

(7) Measures to control panic

(8) Emergency relocation transportation

c. The American Red Cross may assist U.S. military and civilian personnel and their
family members who are affected by a disaster. Fullest practicable utilization will be made 
of American Red Cross regular and volunteer personnel and local military community 
service resources. 

d. Area and Installation Commanders are authorized to take such actions as may
be required and justified to save human life, prevent immediate human suffering, or 
mitigate major property damage or destruction whenever a disaster is so serious that any 
delay is unwarranted. 

e. Area and Installation Commanders will maintain close and continuing liaison with
ROK civil and military authorities to ensure the most effective and economical utilization 
of resources not available through U.S. military channels. 

f. The Embassy may activate its Embassy Disaster Relief Plan if the disaster is
widespread. 

g. Guidance on current doctrine and policy on U.S. support to disasters throughout
the USINDOPACOM AOR is available from the Pacific Disaster Center at Ft. Shafter, 
Hawaii, 1-808-843-2534, <https://www.pdc.org>and the Center For Excellence In 
Disaster Management & Humanitarian Assistance at Tripler Army Medical Center, 
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Hawaii, 1-808-433-7330. 

6. Definitions. Abbreviations and terms used in this instruction are explained in the
glossary.

7. Responsibilities.

a. Area and Installation Commanders are delegated the responsibility and authority
to plan for contingency emergency response to disasters and are assigned as executive 
agents of emergency response. Area and Installation Commanders will: 

(1) Develop and maintain all disaster response plans, policies, and
procedures including: 

(a) Responses to all historically relevant disasters (e.g. destructive
weather) 

(b) Maintenance of emergency supplies and equipment. Submit 
resourcing requirements that exceed Area needs through Component channels to USFK 
for assistance in funding. 

(c) Emergency Shelter Plans

(d) Continuity of Operations plans, with Emergency Relocation Facilities
and routes designated 

(e) Appointment/designation of Crisis Action Team members and their
respective duties and responsibilities. 

(2) Establish and disseminate policies and procedures for emergency
responses. 

(3) Maintain an appropriate Operations Center capable of supporting the
Incident Commander and providing situational awareness and required reports to USFK, 
through their respective chains of command. In particular, Areas I-IV will report through 
IMCOM-Pacific and 8th Army to the USFK Operations Center at Command Center (CC) 
Humphreys. 

(4) Notify USFK Joint Operations Center (JOC) at Camp Humphreys of
emergencies. The phone number is 050-33-554365 or DSN 315-755-4365 and the email 
address is indopacom.humphreys.usfk.mbx.joc@army.mil 

(5) Ensure DoD community awareness of responsibilities and procedures in
the event of a hazardous incident (tenant support to installation, emergency numbers, 
rally points and safe havens, etc.). 

(6) Follow DOD and USFK Personnel Recovery procedures.
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